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Inside this issue: 

2010 Lent and Easter Schedule 
 
*Communion served every Sunday of Lent during worship 
service. 
 
Sunday, March 28:  Palm/Passion Sunday - Procession 
with palm branches at 9:15 worship service! 
 
Sunday, March 28:  3PM  Christian Seder. 
 
Friday, April 2:  Good Friday Service, Northminster Presby-
terian Church, 6:30pm. 
 

St. James 
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In my Shepherd's Pen for October 2009, I wrote, "Watching how guests and 

visitors are treated at worship services, I have to say my heart is warmed.  Most of the 

visitors we receive are greeted warmly!  But not all our guests are greeted equally.  All 

are greeted, but some more warmly than others; Let me say this in a different way: 

Some are greeted less warmly than others.  Please don't misunderstand me.  I don't 

think there's reason for alarm.  I'm only reporting my observation that we can improve 

our welcoming and hospitality. "  

We addressed this at our recent training for greeters, ushers, acolytes, liturgists, 

and song leaders.  We want everyone who walks in our doors to feel as welcome as 

everyone else!  So we focused on a couple of things.  Firstly, we should all, not just 

the greeters, engage our visitors and guests in conversation.  For guests to feel wel-

comed and cared about, we need to ask them questions that indicate we care.   "How 

close do you live?"  "How did you hear about us?"  "What attracted you to this church?" 

are all good questions with which to start a conversation.  "How long have you been in 

Tucson?" and questions about the makeup and location of their families are also good!  

Let the conversation flow with the information they reveal, so that they do not feel inter-

viewed, but feel like you are listening to them.   

Another way to help visitors and guests feel welcomed is to sit with them during 

worship.  If you notice someone new sitting alone, move to be near them and worship 

with them. Or maybe they will be seated next to you! During appropriate times, like be-

fore and after worship, or during the time to greet one another, engage them in conver-

sation.  Please make sure they get the registration pad, and model for them how to fill 

it in completely.  Be a guide for them as we stand and sit for the various parts of the 

worship service!  And remember to invite them to join us in the Tatom Room for snacks 

and coffee.  Get to know them better there, and when possible, introduce them to oth-

ers. Invite them to Sunday School, or to lunch!  Again, let the conversation flow from 

their responses.  They need to feel as though you are hearing their part of the conver-

sation because you care, not because you have a list of questions to ask. 

As a side note, I thank all of you who are having fun sitting in different areas 

each Sunday!  I have heard that some of you are able to engage in conversation with 

people who you've seen but had not conversed with.  What a wonderful thing!  This is 

much the same as conversing with a guest or visitor.  Remember, this is something all 

of us, not just your pastors and greeters, need to be doing!  We're growing the Body of 

Christ!  This is how to be a "Hay Church!" 

 

See you at work!     

 

SHEPHERD’S  PENSHEPHERD’S  PENSHEPHERD’S  PENSHEPHERD’S  PEN    
“But be Ye Doers of the Word, and not Hearers Only” James 1:22 
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 Mar.  03 Susan Pederson   
 04 Bev Tyreman 
 06 Vada Julian 
 07 Alexis Lynch 
 07 Louis Nagy 
 08 Douglas (Scott) Hamm 
 09 Dorthea Fordney 
 10 Pat Bigglestone 
 15 Dorothy Getsay 
 20 Charles Hoff 
 21 Megan Pederson 
 22 Don Harmon 
 25 Joseph Edwards 
 30 April Nagy 
  

  
 
 
    The Memorial Garden Plaque Project, headed up by Jerry 
Harris, has been completed and looks wonderful!  Individual 
plaques that were previously displayed have been removed.  If 
you should want one of the old plaques, please contact Jerry. 
 
 
 I cannot give you the formula for success, but I can give you 
the formula for failure…..which is:  Try to please everybody! 
        Herbert Bayard Swope 
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CHRISTIAN SEDER DINNER 

Sunday, March 28, 2010,  4pm 
DO NOT MISS THIS FUN PARTICIPATORY FELLOWSHIP AND  
WORSHIP EVENT! 
 
CELEBRATE PASSOVER AND CHRIST’S LOVE (Yes, we know it’s 
traditionally celebrated on Maundy Thursday, but we’re going to 
have it on Palm Sunday early to accommodate those who have dif-
ficulty driving at night and those unable to be at church by 6pm) 
Children and Families, Wise Elders, Guests Especially Invited! 
 
Prior reservation (names) and ticket required. 
 
NO SALES AT THE DOOR (each table will be a family group as will the 
entire dinner congregation) 
Ticket Prices: 
Children Under 11    FREE,  but ticket required 
 
Widows, Widowers; and those over 79 FREE,  but ticket required 
 
All others      $7.00, ticket required 
 
Tickets offered March 13 and 20 after service only. NO SALES AT THE 
DOOR 

 
Partial Menu: Assorted grape juices, Charoset, Karpas, Beitsah, Matzah, 
Maro plus main dish(s) tba 

United Methodist Men (UMM) breakfast and meeting 8 a.m. March 
14th.  Bring $, our charter  dues are late!  UMW and chil-
dren always welcome for breakfast.   

FYI -  The Passover meal is known as the Seder, which means "order," because the meal and service are done  

in a prescribed sequence. This sequence is presented in the Haggadah ("telling") which outlines the steps of  

the meal as well as the readings and songs for the participants. At various points in the service there are  

different actions required of the participants. Read Exodus 12-14 for understanding. 
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Worship Themes  

March 2010 
 

 Easter's coming. Or should I say, EASTER'S COMING!  Lent is this interesting 

season during which we engage in serious self-examination, looking for our sins, con-

fessing them and repenting from them, and looking for other ways to grow into the per-

sons and disciples God calls us to be. At the same time, we look forward to the cele-

bration of Easter, because we know that the tomb is empty, and that Jesus died for 

our forgiveness!  So we are reflective and reverent, while bubbling over with joy!  What 

a dichotomy!  Or do we ignore the reflection and reverence of Lent, and focus on the 

coming celebration?  Where are you in this season? 

 

3/7 3rd Sunday in Lent  

Scripture References: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9 

 Paul writes to the church in Corinth that people of faith need to learn from the 

mistakes of the Israelites who sinned as God was leading them from Egypt to the 

Promised Land.  In the Gospel, Jesus tells the people to stop comparing sins and 

thinking some are worse than others.  Do you compare your sins with others?  Are you 

better off than prostitutes or murderers? 

 

3/14 4th Sunday in Lent 

Scripture References: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

 Most of you will recognize the Parable of the Prodigal Son from today’s Gospel 

lesson.  In the letter to the Corinthians, Paul describes how God is doing a new thing, 

getting beyond the past.  Can you get beyond your past, or the pasts of other people?  

What new thing is God doing in you? 

 

3/21 5th Sunday in Lent 

Scripture References: Philippians 3:4b-14; John 12:1-8 

 What are my two degrees worth?  What are all my titles and accolades worth? 

For receiving God’s salvation, they are worth nothing.  They are meaningless even for 

my service as a pastor.  What matters is my relationship with God through Jesus.  In 

what ways do you cling to your education or experiences?  How does that build the 

kingdom of God? 

 

3/28 Palm/Passion Sunday 

Scripture References: Luke 19:28-40; Luke 23:1-49 

 The same crowd which welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem as a king also followed 

the Chief Priests and others to ridicule Jesus and call for his crucifixion.  In what ways, 

and how often do you do similar things to Jesus?  This is how Holy week begins, with 

betrayal. 
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HAPPY TRAILS  

CORNER 
 

 

Happy Trails 

 Children raised $300 for UNICEF  

to help in Haiti. 

 

Happy Trails School celebrated  

  Love of Reading Month  

with “Book Man” visiting on 2/12. 

The children celebrated Valentine’s Day by  

having a jumping castle for the day. 

We want to promote healthy celebrations  

for children. 

Chinese New Year’s was celebrated on Mon-

day, 2/15 

A Dental Hygienist came to speak with the 

children about taking care of their teeth on 

Friday, 2/19 for Dental Awareness Month 

 

Pastor Laszlo came to read for  

Washington’s birthday! 
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Every church I have been connected with is concerned about growth. The larger 
churches are concerned about how to deal with it and the smaller churches are con-
cerned about growing. One of the first churches that I served wanted to grow and was 
a very small church in a small town. We decided that a door knocking campaign was 
the way to go. We set a day and time, 9:00 am on a Saturday morning. Alice and I 
showed up at about 8:45 and waited for the rest to show up. At 9:30 we decided that 
nobody was going to be there and went back to the parsonage. The next day I asked 
where everybody was and was told that that was the pastor's job, that they only 
wanted to come to church until they died and then they didn’t care about what hap-
pened after that. 
It is not the pastor’s job to grow the church. We are there to shepherd and love the 
church and share the good news to all. The job of growing the church belongs to you, 
the congregation. When you took your vows of membership, you committed to making 
disciples of Jesus Christ. You promised to support the church with your prayers, your 
presence, your gifts and your service, to which our General Conference has now 
added and your witness. 
 
Let me share some scripture with you. It is from the book of Matthew, chapter 25: 1-13. 
 
Which of these virgins is this church? The wise ones who prepared for the coming of 
the bridegroom or the foolish one’s who did not prepare. 
 
Recently, the Lord tested this church. One lady showed up a little after the service had 
ended. She had her children with her, and they would have stayed for Sunday school 
but we did not have a teacher for them, so they left. We failed miserably. Will they re-
turn? I don’t know but if they do, will we be ready for them? Do we have, or will we 
have, teachers to teach them? 
Shirley Wells will be leaving soon to be with her son and family and will be gone for 
several weeks. Will we have a replacement for her?  
 
Recently, Pastor Laszlo asked for volunteers to be backups for the current teachers. 
We need to have people step up to the plate. We need to be the wise virgins and be 
prepared. We don’t know when the Lord is going to place another opportunity for us to 
deal with. 
 
I will not be here for a while but when I return I would like to see a church prepared for 
what the Lord has in store for us in this church. It would be nice to see growth because 
someone took the time and energy to prepare for the growth that we want. 
 
It's up to you now; how you deal with it will be the difference between growing or dying. 
 
 
 
Pastor Joe 
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• The Young Adult group is beginning a year- long project to develop a cookbook.  

Please see Charlie or Stefanie with recipe contributions or additional information. 
 
• Volunteers Needed:  It is close to that time again when we start planning for the 

Easter Sunrise Service.  We need readers, singers, decorators, cooks, and clean 
up crews.  Please see Charlie if you would like to volunteer or sign up in the Nar-
thex now. 

 
• Charlie and Stefanie would like to thank everyone who helped them attend the 

RelevanceX Weekend.  They learned so much and with Laszlo’s assistance they 
hope to put some of the ideas in place at St. James. 
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When cleaning out your closets, please  

remember Happy Trails if you come across  

any “party dresses and shoes”.  Children 

love to play dress up.  We can also use 

men’s suits and ties. 

 

We will be having our annual  

Butterbraid Fundraiser.   

We will be accepting orders from  

March 1 through March 15. 

Each Butterbraid costs $10.   

Payment is required when you place  

your order. Delivery date is  

scheduled for March 29, 2010.   

Please see Sharon for more  

information or call Happy Trails 

 at 325-7556. 
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TIDBITS 
 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 1, Time:   9-1, May Day 
Celebration with a Cinco de Mayo lunch.  There will be seasonal 
crafts, used book sale, bake sale, white elephant sale & more.  Watch 
for additional information in the April Newsletter & bulletin. Spon-
sored by: United Methodist Women & Crafts & Conversations.   If 
any of the other groups in the church would like to participate in this 
event & raise funds for your group call Alice @ 247-6972.  Donate 
some of those unwanted small items for our white elephant sale:  
Knick Knack type items, toys, kitchen utensils, dishes, small kitchen 
appliances Please No clothing or large items. 
 
Snak Pak for Kids® Program- This program has been running 
really smoothly.  If you would like to help out with this mission pro-
ject just show up on Thursday by 10:00.  We are usually completed by 
10:30.  Thanks to all that contribute their time and for the donations.  
We always need additional nutritional items to put in the bags.  If you 
would like to donate some items bring them to church on Sunday or 
drop them off at the church office.  We need enough for 80 bags. 
 
Need a card for a Birthday, Get well, and Thinking of you?  Cards 
are available during fellowship time for $.50 each.  Proceeds benefit 
the Snak Pak for Kids Program. 
 
Something for the future:  United Methodist Women’s 2010 local 
mission projects:  we will be collecting school supplies over the sum-
mer months for Holaway School & Salvation Army Day Care Center.  
If you see a good deal on school supplies please buy them and donate 
them for these two organizations. 
 
Fellowship Time needs your help.  We need people to sign up to 
bring refreshments each Sunday.  Also need donations of supplies:  
coffee, cups, juice, plates, napkins, etc.  Call the church office to sign 
up. 
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Need a special gift:  Check with Judy or Alice.  We have a supply of 
seasonal items available and they are really reasonably priced.  Exam-
ple:  Covers for the upper room (small print & large print), aprons, 
dolls, stuffed animals and many more items. 
 
Outreach:  Project for Easter.  We would like to provide 5-6 food 
boxes for the families of the Snak Pak for Kids Program for Easter.  In 
lieu of actual food boxes we would like to buy gift cards from Fry’s or 
Safeway.  If you would like to donate to this cause please mark your 
check & envelope Easter food boxes.  Thanks, Judy & Alice 
 
Avival Children’s Services BAGS FOR KIDS Sew-a-thon March 
13th from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  This year’s new location is Pima 
Community College - West Campus Cafeteria. Call Pat Palmer at 327-
6779 x 37 to pre-register.  There will be a group meeting at the church 
of those interested in going.  Please let Judy Courtright know if you 
want to participate. 
 
CHRISTMAS! 
Think of how many gift-giving occasions occur between now and 
Christmas.  Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, 4th of July, birthdays, anniver-
saries, weddings, births, and special occasions.  NOW, think MAY 1st.  
The Crafts and Conversation ladies and the United Methodist Women 
are having a big sale that day.  More information will be forthcoming, 
but this sale will be about NON Christmas items. 
 
***Our Food Pantry is very low!  The following is a list of items we 
could use: 
♦ Spaghetti Noodles 
♦ Macaroni & Cheese 
• Jarred or Canned Spaghetti Sauce 
• Canned Vegetables  
• Canned Fruit 
• Peanut Butter  & Jelly 


