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St. James United Methodist Church 

Outreach Committee 
 
Our church is sponsoring Frances Owen Holaway Elementary School for the Community Food 
Bank’s Snak Paks for Kids® Program.  Every Thursday morning at 10:15 we pack plastic bags, 
provided by Sunflower Farmers Market, with nutritious foods to help sustain a select group of  
children over the weekend.  The food is provided by the Food Bank.  Jerry Harris has gra-
ciously volunteered to pick up the food and deliver the bags to the school each week.  The 
school then distributes these bags on Friday by placing the Snak Paks in the backpacks of 80 
children whose families might not have the means to provide them with enough food to sustain 
them over the weekend.  The Snak Pak menu is on a four-week rotating schedule so the chil-
dren get something different for each weekend of the month. 
 
If you would like to be a part of this wonderful outreach program, please just show up by 10:15 
a.m. and we will put you to work.  It has only been taking 15-20 minutes to make up the bags. 
We are also allowed to place additional items in the bags with a label on the item stating the 
item was supplied by St. James UMC.  If you would like to donate a nutritional (non-perishable) 
item to go in the bags, please drop off your donation at the church office and make sure we 
have 80 of the items.  Some ideas:  cheese or peanut butter crackers, small tuna snacks, fruit 
bars, pudding or fruit cups, individual cereal boxes, etc.  Or if you prefer to donate money in-
stead, just drop your check in the offering plate or at the church office and mark it “Outreach 
Snak Pak for Kids®” program and we will do the shopping for you. 
 
I would like to thank Linda Swango for letting us know about this program and her parents, 
Marlene and Jerry Harris, for approaching me and asking if I would 
be interested in making the contacts and setting this up.  I said yes 
this is an answer to our prayers!  We have been praying for a pro-
ject that our church could do to help the community.  We picked 
Holaway School because it is so close to our church.  When I called 
the Food Bank to explore this program, they said they only had one 
school that did not have a sponsor.  When she told me the school 
was Holaway, I knew God had answered our prayers!  Just the few 
weeks we have been putting these Snak Paks® together we have 
all been blessed!  We pray the children and their families are also 
feeling these blessings.  I would like to give a great big thank you to 
everyone who has so graciously given up their time to help with this 
project and a very special thanks to Jerry Harris. 
 
Blessings,  
Alice 
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Watching how guests and visitors are treated at worship services, I have to say my 

heart is warmed.  Most of the visitors we receive are greeted warmly!  But not all our guests 

are greeted equally.  All are greeted, but some more warmly than others; Let me say this in a 

different way:  Some are greeted less warmly than others.  Please don’t misunderstand me.  I 

don’t think there’s reason for alarm.  I’m only reporting my observation that we can improve our 

welcoming and hospitality. 

We seem to be very good at greeting and accepting those guests and visitors who 

come with a connection to someone already in our midst.  But those who come in without 

knowing anyone are not received or accepted quite as readily.  Speaking with some of these 

individuals afterwards, they never mention feeling ignored.  In fact, they are ok with how they 

are received.  It is my observation that they are not received as fully as others.  Again, this is 

not an accusation or complaint, merely an observation. 

So how do we improve in this area?  I look to our Manual, the Bible.  The mission state-

ment of St. James church states, in part:  “Convictions are firm here for the central, core teach-

ings of Scriptural Christianity!”  Further, St. James lists, as its central Bible verse, James 1:22: 

“But be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only.”  So what is the word?  Where can we find 

Scriptural Christianity? 

Acts 2:44, in my opinion, is a good starting point.  This is the story of the “First” church, 

the early church, after Peter’s Spirit-filled sermon on the day of Pentecost.  What was the first 

Christian community like?  We read, “All who believed were together and had all things in com-

mon; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any 

had need.  Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at 

home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill 

of all the people.  And day by day, the Lord added to their number those who were being 

saved.” (NRSV)  Of course, unpacking this passage fully would take much more room than 

this, but some questions to ask ourselves:  Are you together with all other believers, especially 

those who join us for worship?  Are you breaking bread and eating with others, guests as well 

as long-time friends, with “glad and generous hearts”?  How can I help St. James be even 

more friendly and welcoming than it is now? 

I am looking forward to working and learning with all of you to accomplish this!  I have 

learned of an opportunity for FREE online training, and I have passed this information on to our 

church leaders.  Our Superintendent has gone through this training before and speaks highly 

about it, even saying he wants to do it again, to glean more information.  It is United Methodist 

training, to help members and congregations deepen their “Open hearts, open minds, open 

doors” attitude.  More details can be found at www.rethinkchurch.org .  I invite all our mem-

bers to complete this FREE and self-directed course to improve our hospitality! 

 

See you at work! 

 

 

 

SHEPHERD’S  PENSHEPHERD’S  PENSHEPHERD’S  PENSHEPHERD’S  PEN    
“But be Ye Doers of the Word, and not Hearers Only” James 1:22 
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9:15 AM 
Traditional Service 

LITURGISTS 
 
Oct. 4th   Susan King 
       11th   Alan Lathrem 
       18th   Randy Gaines 
       25th   Jeff Robbins 
 
 

GREETERS 
 
Oct. 4th   Lois Larsen & Joyce Edwards 
       11th   Virginia Watson & Judy Courtright 
       18th   Lucy Tews & Ellen Dattilo 
       25th   Jerry & Marlene Harris 
 
 

ACOLYTES 
 
Oct. 4th   Joshua Edwards 
       11th   Jeff Robbins 
       18th   Charlie Edwards 
       25th   Eddie Barwick 
 
 

TELLERS 
        4th   Arlene Krueger & Joyce Edwards 
       11th   Debbie Krueger & Carol Merovingian 
       18th   Imogene Holland & Betty Wakefield 
       25th   Barbara Matthews & Linda Swango 
 
 

FELLOWSHIP  
 
Oct. 4th   Alice & Joe Brown & Gwen Woods 
       11th   Linda Major & Marlene Harris 
       18th   Peggy Ramsey & Barbara Matthews 
        25th   Cheryl Mainus & June Blass    
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ONLINE FRAUD ALERT:  WATCH OUT FOR THESE 
SCHEMES AND SCAMS! 

 
With  the growth of the internet, we have greater access to information than ever 

before, but we also are exposed to a growing number of threats to our financial 

security.  Even those people who are routinely cautious about keeping their in-

formation safe, shredding important documents, and ignoring suspicious emails 

are still prone to fall victim to a growing number of schemes and scams being 

perpetrated online.  These are a little indirect, but still have the power to steal 

your hard-earned money and/or private information. 

 

 

EMPLOYMENT SCAMS: 
 

Looking for work on sites like Craigslist.com is becoming more and more ac-

cepted, in fact, many companies receive hundreds to thousands of applicants 

based on one post!  But, if you are searching for jobs online, be careful!  There 

are a number of postings that ask you to visit a website to fill out a job applica-

tion.  The problem is, it is not a legitimate company, but simply a form to grab 

all your important information (which often includes your social security and 

driver’s license numbers) and send it right to the criminals.  Always make sure 

you are dealing with a legitimate business:  call them, call your Better 

Business Bureau, do a google search, and find out as much information as you 

can.  If you can’t find any information, the company probably doesn’t exist! 

 

 

ONLINE AUCTION FRAUD: 
 

While bidding on items on sites like Yahoo! Auction and eBay can be a fun and 

rewarding experience, not to mention a money saver, it is important to be vigi-

lant when using these sites.  Some thieves have concocted a scheme that preys 

on your sense of excitement at winning and your sense of security at using a 

trusted site.  After gleaning your email address from the site, they send you an 

official looking email stating that you have won the auction, and how to submit 

payment to receive your item.  The problem is, you didn’t win, and they a just 

hedging their bets that you will respond to the email with your credit card infor-

mation before ever checking to make sure you won on the actual website.  Al-

ways make sure to return to the original site and go through the standard chan-

nels to verify your winnings and submit payment for an item. 
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 Ah, Fall!  Cooler temps and a return to familiar routines lead to a calmer time.  
Less daylight and more nighttime seems to refill and refresh the human body and soul 
with more rest.  The whole world around us seems to be experiencing this calming  
effect.  In the church calendar, we are winding down the “After Pentecost” season, as 
we prepare for the coming of the Advent and Christmas seasons.  It’s harvest time 
around the world.  God has been working the soil of your heart and soul.  What crops 
have matured?  Which fruits need more time? 
 
 
10/4 18th Sunday after Pentecost;  World Communion Sunday 
Scripture References:  Job 1:1, 2:1-10; Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16 
 How can God allow “bad” things to happen to his children?  We often think we 
know better than God, or that we have more details than god.  But God sees the “Big 
Picture”, with a lot more details than we can ever know.  And what does God think 
about divorce? 
 
 
10/11 19th Sunday after Pentecost 
Scripture References:  Job 23:1-9, 16-17; Hebrews 4:12-16: Mark 10:2-16 
 Sometimes life seems hard; too many things go wrong all at once.  Have you 
ever lost everything, and then came back to the mountaintop?  Impossible?  Not for 
God!  Even a rich man can get to heaven, following God’s plan.  What is that plan? 
 
 
10/18 20th Sunday after Pentecost 
Scripture References:  Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45 
 The disciples become angry after hearing James and John ask Jesus to let 
them sit on his right and his left after he comes into his kingdom.  He tells them it is not 
his to give and that they do not realize what they are asking for.  Jesus reminds all of 
the disciples that they need to be servants instead of being served. He shows them, by 
example of how he lives, how they must also live.  
 
 
10/25 21st Sunday after Pentecost 
Scripture References:  Job 42:1-6; Mark 10:46-52 
 The harvest is in for Job.  What does he receive for all of his suffering, and for 
his humility and faithfulness?  God’s harvest is more than Job, or his doubting friends, 
could ever have dreamed of.  And what about the blind man named Bartimaeus?  
What is his harvest.  Do you believe you will receive a harvest? 

Worship Themes  
October 2009 
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HAPPY TRAILS  

CORNER 
 

 

 

Open house was a huge success! 

Pastor Laszlo greeted the parents and spent  

time afterwards visiting with them. 
 

Happy Trails Dedication Sunday was 

wonderful!  The congregation was so warm and  

welcoming.  Pastor Laszlo asked the Happy Trails staff  

for their favorite Bible verses and to tell what made each 

of the staff unique.  This time of sharing allowed the  

members to become familiar with the teachers who  

serve the school. 

 

Prayer Requests 
• Please pray for our enrollment.  Happy Trails has openings 

in all classrooms. 
***** 

• Progress on the one-year room renovations. 
•  

***** 

 
• The continued safety and protection of the children as 
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Purpose of  United Methodist WomenPurpose of  United Methodist WomenPurpose of  United Methodist WomenPurpose of  United Methodist Women    
    

The organized unit of  United Methodist Women  shall be a com-
munity of  Women whose  PURPOSE is to know God  and to  
experience freedom as whole persons  through  Jesus Christ:  to 
develop a creative,  supportive fellowship and to expand con-
cepts of  mission through participation in the global ministries of  
the church. 

    Upcoming Events 
 
• Saturday, October 10—District Annual Meeting—Sierra Vista UMC 
      8:30 Registration, 10:00 Annual Meeting 
 
• Tuesday, October 13—Mary Martha Circle  9:00 a.m. Room 5, 
       9:30  Guest Speakers—Gideon’s Ladies Auxiliary 
 
• Saturday, October 24—Conference Annual Meeting—Calvary UMC, Phoenix 
 
• Saturday, November 7—Craft Fair at Catalina UMC  
 
• Sunday, November 8—Craft items will be available in the Tatom room during 
      Fellowship time. Mark your calendars to do some of your Christmas shopping  
      early! 
 
• Tuesday, November 10—Mary Martha Circle  9:00 a.m.—Mission Project TBA 
 
• Saturday, December 12—United Methodist Women Christmas Program and 
      Pot Luck—10:30 Rooms 6 & 7 
 
• Tuesday, January 12, 2010—Mission Study—Sudan at First Church  10:00 

a.m.  Watch for details! 
 

All women are welcome.  Bring a friend and join us!    
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Some of you have asked what are Christmons? 
Here is an article found on the internet. 

 
Christian Symbols: Christmas Ornaments 

Dennis Bratcher 
 
Handmade Christmas tree ornaments have been popular since the first Christmas trees 
were used in the sixteenth century Europe.  A fairly recent innovation to this practice in 
the last half century is to use various traditional symbols of the Christian Faith as the mo-
tif of the ornaments.  Some of the traditional symbols of Christianity are monograms 
composed of various combinations of letters of the name Christ or titles for Jesus.  They 
are sometimes called Christograms.  An early example is the Chi-Rho monogram, com-
posed of the first two letters in Greek of the word Christos (Gk: chi, X = ch; P = r). 
 
These monograms and other symbols, such as the sign of the fish, were in use early in 
the first centuries of the church as secret symbols of Christianity.  However, the symbols 
became popular in the fourth century AD when the Roman emperor Constantine, after 
his conversion to Christianity, adapted the Chi-Rho monogram as his military ensign. 
 
These ornaments are a creative way to use these ancient symbols at Christmas.  The 
practice of creating and using the ornaments has spread and is becoming an increas-
ingly popular way for families and churches to retain a sense of the sacred amid the 
secularization of this important Christian holiday. 
 
Not only are the ornaments made by individuals for personal or family Christmas trees, 
increasingly they are community projects.  In many cases, a church will have a Christ-
mas tree in which members of the congregation make the symbol ornaments for the 
tree.  In some churches, this is combined with the Jesse Tree, and becomes a project for 
the children of the church during the entire season of Advent. 
 
The primary colors of the ornaments should be liturgical colors of Christmas, white (or 
silver) and gold (see  The Colors of the Church Year).  Beyond that, they can be made 
from a variety of materials with a range of traditional Christian symbols limited only by 
the creativity of the person making them. 

 
************************************************************************************ 
Thank you everyone who came out on Saturday, September 12th and 
helped make new Christmons for our Christmas tree.  Each one is very 
beautiful and our tree will be very special this year. 
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HAPPY TRAILS  FUNDRAISERS!! 
 

“THE CITY BOOK”“THE CITY BOOK”“THE CITY BOOK”“THE CITY BOOK” 

A FANTASTIC BOOK PACKED WITH BARGAINS  

GALORE...SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE ...FROM YOUR  

FAVORITE EATERIES TO CAR RENTAL DISCOUNTS, 

TIRES & REPAIR….TO GOLF AND BOWLING!!!   

COME CHECK IT OUT! 

 

OCTOBER IS COOKIE DOOCTOBER IS COOKIE DOOCTOBER IS COOKIE DOOCTOBER IS COOKIE DOUGH MONTH!UGH MONTH!UGH MONTH!UGH MONTH!    

THE HOLIDAYS ARE JUST AROUND THE  

CORNER….WOULDN’T IT BE NICE TO HAVE SOME OF  

THESE ON HAND TO  LIGHTEN YOUR LOAD…...YUM!! 

 

THE TRADITIONAL FLAVORS ARE BACK …. 

**CHOCOLATE CHUNK  **M & M               **SUGAR 

**I LOVE PEANUT  BUTTER   **CRANBERRY WHITE CHOCOLATE 

**OATMEAL RAISIN        **WHITE CHOCOLATE MACADAMIA 

**PEANUT BUTTER   **TRIPLE CHOCOLATE 

 

PLUS THESE TEMPTING TREATS…... 

    FRENCH BREAD PIZZA   CHURROS 

     CINNAMON ROLLS      PUMPKIN ROLL 

    NEW YORK PRETZELS  PECAN COBBLER 

 

AND NEW THIS YEAR…. 

  BLACKBERRY COBBLER &    CARROT CAKE ROLL 
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TIDBITS 
 
• First UMC of Tucson has established a Memorial Fund for the families of Pastor 

Diego Lopez and Pastor Alberto Servin of Agua Prieta,  Mexico who lost their lives 
in a single-vehicle accident while doing God’s work.  Persons wishing to make do-
nations to this fund may do  so by making your checks out to First UMC (Tucson) 
with a notation  “For Agua Prieta Pastors Memorial Fund” and mailing to First 
UMC,  915 E. 4th Street, Tucson, AZ 85719.  For additional questions, please con-
tact Bill  Sanford (602) 266-6956 x 217.  

 
• A quick word of congratulations to the U of A Wesley Foundation for getting 78  
     students to attend the first worship service of the new school year.  WOW! 
 
• October is the month for our UNICEF fund-raising!  The loose change on Sunday 

mornings, October 4, 11 & 18 will go to UNICEF.  The Sunday School children and 
Happy Trails’ children will receive the banks to take home and return on November 
1st.  Thank you for your participation in this cause to help children around the 
world! 

 
• FALL SINGLES RETREAT, OCT. 9-11 AT CAMP MINGUS 
     “They Will Know We Are Christians By Our…”  is the theme for the 29th annual  
      Single United Methodists’ Fall Retreat, October 9-11 at Camp Mingus Methodist  
      Retreat Center near Prescott, Arizona.  Renowned  Christian storyteller Sean  
      Buvala is the featured guest for this weekend  of spiritual growth set in the awe- 
      inspiring alpine beauty of the Mingus Mountains.  “Early bird” registration is $93  
      per person if paid in full by  Sept. 30.  Cost after Sept. 30 is $101.  For a brochure  
      please see Pastor Laszlo.  Other questions, please call Max at (602) 944-1524 or  
     (602) 258-1207.  Carpools available. 
 
• SAVE THE DATES! 
     -  Sunday, November 22nd - St. James Annual Thanksgiving Dinner! 
 
     -  Sunday, November 29th - 3:00-5:00 p.m.—Annual Advent Fun Factory.   
        Activities for EVERYONE as we prepare for the beautiful Advent  season.   
        Lots of neat crafts and good things to eat! 
 
FROM PASTOR JOE: 
• We are coming into the season when we get visitors to our services.  Please make 

them all feel welcome and ask them to stay and share in our fellowship hour.  It is 
also the time for getting some of the homeless into our midst.  Please make them 
feel welcomed as well.  We have one homeless person who has been coming for 
awhile and then stopped coming after our former secretary asked him to stop beg-
ging for monies from our congregation.  He is returning once again.  He indicates 
he needs money for food from across the street.  If you are so inclined, please of-
fer to take him (or any others that may come) across the street and buy them food.  
But please do NOT give them cash.  Show them the Love of our Lord, but please 
do not indulge them in their plea for cash. 
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On Friday, September 18, 2009, the St. James UMYF met at the church at approximately 

3:30PM for their journey to Phoenix to enjoy a Diamondbacks ballgame and concert.  They ar-

rived safely in Phoenix about 5:30PM.  The youth enjoyed dinner at the Golden Arches and 

then made their way to the field to settle in for the ballgame.  A 7 to 5 win for the D-backs 

made everyone happy especially Pastor Laszlo!  Post-game fireworks and the MercyMe concert 

added greatly to the enjoyment.  MercyMe and Ann Gaines go together beautifully!  Ann and 

all the youth enjoyed a great time of worship listening to songs like "I Can Only Imagine”, and 

“So Long Self."  Leaving Chase Field in Phoenix and heading for Tucson, most of the youth 

fell asleep before arriving home at 2:00AM Saturday Morning.  Thanks for all your prayers as 

our youth took an enriching trip of great fun and fellowship! 
 
ST. JAMES UMYF (UNITED METHODIST YOUTH FOUNDATION) MEETS EVERY 

OTHER WEDNESDAY AT 6:00 PM.  IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN HELPING OR BE-

ING A PART OF OUR YOUTH GROUP, COME VISIT US!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Birthdays 
10/2  Jeff Robbins 
10/3  Alice Bentley 
10/8  Linda Swango 
10/12  Linda Major 
10/20  Glenda Nagy 
10/21  Lisa Ford 
10/21  Craig Mainus   Anniversaries 
10/21  Matthew Scheeringa  10/12          John & Bev Tyreman 
10/21  Pastor Laszlo Vega 
10/22  Imogene Richins 
10/28  Jesse Ford 
10/29  Eleanor Herrington 
10/30  Carol Huddleston 
10/31  Esther Schott 


