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St. James United Methodist Church 

OUTREACH 
 
The season for sharing and giving is rapidly approaching and here is the information for some 
of our “Pet Projects”. 
 
AGUA PRIETA BAGS 
This year we have 26 children to stuff bags for the annual Christmas fiesta in Aqua Prieta.  
Lots of them are small ones, which I know makes you happy.  I will have the bags labeled and 
ready to give out on SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8TH.  The Outreach Committee has provided the 
bags and some goodies, and I’ve knitted a hat for each child.  If you’d like to give a donation to 
Outreach, please don’t hesitate.  BAGS MUST BE FILLED AND BACK IN CHURCH ON  
DECEMBER 6TH!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
TUBE SOCKS FOR SIDEWALK SUNDAY SCHOOL 
The clothesline will be hung NOVEMBER 8TH and tube socks and extra goodies will be given 
out that day.  We are asking that you give $1.00 for the tube sock and extra goodies that you’ll 
receive.  SOCKS MUST BE FILLED AND HUNG ON THE CLOTHESLINE BY NOVEMBER 
29TH!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
ADOPT AN ELDERLY SHUT IN 
This year we’re adopting two needy, elderly people for Christmas, as we have done in past 
years.  Children ARE fun, but so often the elderly are neglected during the Christmas season.  
Their names, wants and sizes will be on the “missions table” in the Tatom Room.  Please con-
sider signing up to donate something on the list.  If something is a 
“big” request, ask one of your “pew buddies” to go in with you on 
buying something.  The names and information will be posted on 
November 8th and gifts must be in by DECEMBER 5TH!!!!!!!!! 
 
SO, NOVEMBER 8TH is a BIG DAY for us!!  Pick up a bag for 
Agua Prieta, and/or a tube sock, and remember the elderly by sign-
ing up to furnish a gift for one of them. 
 
We really THANK YOU.  St. James has always responded whole-
heartedly to these projects.  We know things may be a little hard for 
us all right now, but we also know where your hearts and love are.  
And, that’s being not only hearers of the word, but DOERS of the 
word as well. 
 
Judy Courtright 
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In this issue of The Builder you will find a copy of a letter our Bishop, Rev.      

Minerva Carcano, has sent to all the churches in our Desert Southwest Conference.     

I am impressed with this letter, because of how she handles a tough situation.   

The letter addresses a touchy subject: apportionments. She first tells us that ap-

portionments are down for many churches, and then describes what the implications of 

this are. But rather than chastising us, or telling us to "pull ourselves up by the boot 

straps" and do better, she recognizes that the important stuff, MINISTRY, is still going 

on around our Conference. She concludes with encouragement to increase apportion-

ment payments when we can, but to keep up the good work of making disciples and 

serving our neighbors. She challenges us to keep doing the work of love. 

Does this mean we can rest easy about being behind with our apportionments? 

I say, “No!” Apportionments are our portion of the conference’s annual budget.  As a 

connectional church, we are connected to all United Methodist Churches around the 

world. Our portion of the conference budget helps to make the connection strong, pay-

ing for missionaries, and other programs that spread the Gospel. The apportionments 

also help support youth ministries and new church starts around Arizona and Nevada.  

So we should do everything we can to pay as much of our apportionment as possible. 

But we should also continue to focus efforts on reaching our neighbors and 

community with the news of God’s love. Through the Snak-Pak program, the Harvest 

Festival, and others like them, we will shine God’s light and love into our neighbor-

hood. Through the adopt-a-homebound-senior program, Sidewalk Sunday School 

socks, and Agua Prieta bags, we extend God’s love further into the world.  And there 

are so many other ways we can impact our neighborhood, community, conference and 

world.  

 Let us find ways to work together to make these things happen, here and far 

away.  ALL of us can pray!  And I hope each of you is praying for God’s ministries and 

church to succeed and grow.  Many of us can give a little more towards the church 

budget.  Some can volunteer in different ways, and some can help in other ways.  Only 

you can know what God is asking you to do, and only you can answer God’s call.  But 

together, we can make things better! 

 

 

See you at work!     

 

 

 

 

SHEPHERD’S  PENSHEPHERD’S  PENSHEPHERD’S  PENSHEPHERD’S  PEN    
“But be Ye Doers of the Word, and not Hearers Only” James 1:22 
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9:15 AM 
Worship Service 

LITURGISTS 
 
Nov. 1 st   Charlie Edwards 
        8th   Susan King 
       15th   Alan Lathrem 
       22nd   Randy Gaines 
       29th   Jeff Robbins 
 

GREETERS 
 
Nov. 1 st   Lois Larsen & Joyce Edwards 
        8th   Lucy Tews & Ellen Dattilo 
       15th   Virginia Watson & Peggy Ramsey 
       22nd   Joyce Edwards & Maude Roberts 
       29th   Keith & Kerri Weller 
  

ACOLYTES 
 
Nov.  1st    
         8th   Stephanie Henry 
        15th   Joshua Edwards 
        22nd   Jeff Robbins 
        29th   Charlie Edwards 
 

TELLERS 
 
 Nov. 1st   Joyce Edwards & Linda Swango           
          8th   Arlene Krueger & Betty Wakefield 
        15th   Imogene Holland & Carol Merovingian  
        22nd   Barbara Matthews & Debbie Krueger 
        29th   Imogene Holland & Linda Swango 
 
 

FELLOWSHIP  
 
Nov.  1st   Lois Larsen & Joyce Edwards 
          8th   Gwen Woods 
         15th   Cheryl Mainus & June Blass 
         22nd   Gwen Woods & Susan King 
         29th   Sharon West 
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      Ahh.  The Holidays are approaching.  More correctly, we are approaching them.  It 
seems to already be in the air; shorter days, longer nights, cooler temperatures.  This builds our 
anticipation and begins to simmer our excitement!  Before we know it, we will be celebrating 
Thanksgiving, and then Christmas will be just a month away!  The Christian season of Advent 
begins on Sunday, November 29.  This is a season of preparation for Christmas, for the arrival 
of our Christ.  The season of Christmas is the 12 days between Christmas Day and The Epiph-
any, January 6.  But like children, we can’t seem to wait;  we want the Christmas songs before 
Christmas Day.  It’s all about the anticipation of God coming into human history!  Do you feel 
it? 
 
11/1 22nd Sunday After Pentecost 
Scripture References: Revelation 21:1-6a; John 11:32-44 

 We like to think of what might have been, or what could have been, "if only..." God is 
challenging us to look forward at WHAT CAN BE!  Will you remain focused on the past, or 
can you look forward with faith and expectation?  What is God doing next?!!! 
  
11/8 23rd Sunday After Pentecost 
Scripture References: Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17; Hebrews 9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44 

 Jesus sacrificed himself, and ALL of himself for every person to receive God's forgive-
ness and rescue from sin and its eternal consequences. The widow gave all she had to live on. 
Can you believe like Naomi and Ruth that God will somehow meet all of your needs? 
 
11/15 24th Sunday After Pentecost 
Scripture References: 1 Samuel 4-20; Hebrews 10:11-14, 19-25 

 Upon what do you rely for your salvation? Good deeds, church attendance? Our scrip-
tures tell us to rely only upon God, and what God accomplished through Jesus!  What does this 
mean so close to the start of the Advent season? 
 
11/22 25th Sunday After Pentecost 
Scripture References:  John 18:33-37; Revelations 1:4b-8; 2 Samuels 23:1-7 

 The question of Jesus’ kingship is the central concern of the passion narrative.  Jesus 
does not deny kingship, only that his kingship is not of this world; his rule originates from God.
  
11/29 1st Sunday of Advent 
Scripture References: Jeremiah 33:14-16; Luke 21:25-36; Thess. 3:14-16 

 In Jeremiah, we hear the promise of a branch of David springing up to execute justice 
and righteousness in the land.  And then in Luke we hear of the warning signs of  the second 
coming that will take place before “Christ will come in a cloud with power and great glory” and 
Heaven and Earth will pass away, but Christ’s words will not pass away.   
 
  

Worship Themes  

November 2009 
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HAPPY TRAILS  

CORNER 
 

 

 

 

The past month has been extremely busy!  The one year old 

room is making great progress.  We are eagerly  

anticipating the opening of that room.  The parents who 

will have children beginning are very excited.  We are tak-

ing donations of gently used outdoor riding equipment.  If 

you have any small “push” type scooters or toys, please 

consider donating them to Happy Trails.  We can also use 

sand box toys.   

  

We are really looking forward to joining with the church 

for the Harvest Party on October 31 for the children of 

Happy Trails and the neighborhood.  It looks as though it 

will be a fun time for everyone.  We are still taking candy 

donations in the school office for  

this event. 
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Purpose of  United Methodist WomenPurpose of  United Methodist WomenPurpose of  United Methodist WomenPurpose of  United Methodist Women    
    

The organized unit of  United Methodist Women  shall be a com-
munity of  Women whose  PURPOSE is to know God  and to  
experience freedom as whole persons  through  Jesus Christ:  to 
develop a creative,  supportive fellowship and to expand con-
cepts of  mission through participation in the global ministries of  
the church. 

    Upcoming Events 
 
 
• Saturday, November 7—Craft Fair at Catalina UMC  
 
• Sunday, November 8—Craft items will be available in the Tatom room during 
      Fellowship time. Mark your calendars to do some of your Christmas shopping  
      early! 
 
• Tuesday, November 10—Mary Martha Circle  9:00 a.m.—Mission Project  
      Assist Outreach --put together gift bags for children for various organizations.    
      Bring a brown bag lunch - outreach committee meeting following mission  
      project. 
 
• Saturday, December 5, 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Craft Fair 
 
• Saturday, December 12—United Methodist Women Christmas Program and 
      Pot Luck—10:30 a.m. Rooms 6 & 7.  All women of the church invited and UMM 
 
• Tuesday, January 12, 2010—Mission Study—Sudan at First Church  10:00 

a.m.  Watch for details! 

 
 

All women are welcome.  Bring a friend and join us!    
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HAPPY TRAILS   

Prayer Requests 

 
• Pray for the approval of the changed license for Happy 

Trails to take children who are not potty-trained. 

 

******* 
• Pray that the Arizona Department of Health Services does 

not impose the  high licensing fees that have been dis-

cussed in the news recently. 

 

******* 
• The continued safety and protection of the children as 

they grow and learn each day at Happy Trails. 

 

 
From One Pumpkin to another!!!! 
A woman was asked by a coworker, ‘What is it like to be a Christian?’  

The coworker replied, ‘It is like being a pumpkin.  God picks you from 

the patch, brings you in, and washes all the dirt off of you.  Then He 

cuts off the top and scoops out all the yucky stuff.  He removes the 

seeds of doubt, hate, and greed.  Then He carves you a new smiling 

face and puts His light inside of you to shine for all the world to see!’ 
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TIDBITS 
 

• A Decommissioning Service for Pine Canyon Camp has been set for 
Saturday, November 14 at 4:00 p.m. at the camp.  Our Bishop will lead 
the service.  Save the date, and watch for more information as plans 
for the day are put into place! 

 
• MISSIONS/OUTREACH BAKE SALE - HOLIDAY SALE is scheduled 

for Saturday, December 5 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in Rooms 6 & 7.  Lots 
of yummy goods to buy and enjoy, or give as gifts.  Donations of baked 
goods would be appreciated! 

 
• Don’t forget the “CROP Walk for Hunger” on Sunday,  November 8th 

at  2:00  p.m.  It will be at Reid Park at Ramada 5-Zoo Entrance. 
 
      The CROP Walk was established to generate funds to fight hunger  
      world-wide  and in Tucson.  Of the funds raised, 25% stays  in Tucson 
      with 12.5% going to the Community Food Bank.  This provides 16  
      million pounds of  food, enough for 35,000 meals every day.  The  
      other 12.5% goes to the Casa Maria soup kitchen.  Many of these 
      meals are served by local agencies to the homeless, children, sen 
      iors, people struggling with disabilities, additions or fleeing abuse.   
      Be a CROP walker or be a Sponsor!  See Kerri Weller for further  
      information. 
 
• There will  be a Lay Leadership (Nominating Committee) meeting on 

Thursday, November 5 at 7:00 p.m. in the Tatom Room. 
 
• The Chairperson of each committee needs to submit a report of their 

committees’ accomplishments for the year to the Church office by 
Thursday, November 19th. 

 
• A new quartet has formed at St. James!  Stefanie Henry, Charlie Ed-

wards, Susan King, and Jeff Robbins will be performing periodically. 
 
• Please save your General Mills box tops for Holaway School.  There is 

a container in the Tatom Room especially for this collection. 
 
• If you have children or grandchildren who are interested….The 

Children’s Christmas Program will be Sunday, December 20th!  Re-
hearsals will start soon!!!  Please contact Cheryl Mainus at 326-8816. 
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The UMYF Thanksgiving Dinner is scheduled for Sunday, November 22nd 
at 4:00 p.m. in Rooms 6 & 7.  Tickets are on sale now in  the church of-
fice!  Children under 11 are $3.00, adults are $5.00 and families of three 
or more are $15.00.   

 
Our entire church family is invited and we hope you will attend!  If you can-
not attend, perhaps you would like to sponsor an individual or family that 
would like to join us, but cannot because of economic reasons. 

 
ST. JAMES UMYF (UNITED METHODIST YOUTH FOUNDATION) 
MEETS PERIODICALLY.  IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN HELPING OR 
BEING A PART OF OUR YOUTH GROUP, COME VISIT US!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Birthdays 
11/01  Lori Edwards 
11/04  Jan Shoberg 
11/05  Gwen Woods 
11/07  Robert Myer 
11/07  Annalynn Busby 
11/08  Steve Martin 
11/13  Lucy Tew 
11/17  Jean Anderson 
11/17  Randy Gaines 
11/21  Ruby Lovelace 
11/21  Jan Lathrem 
11/25  Betty Wakefield 


