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St. James United Methodist Church 

Hear Ye!  Hear Ye! 
No charge for Communion! 

 
Our regular worshippers already know that we never have charged people to receive 
communion.  But I have heard that some visitors have wondered about our basket at 
the front of the church during communion.  They have wondered out loud to a friend or 
relative if we charged for this sacrament. 
 
The answer is a resounding, "No! We do not make people pay to receive the Lord's 
Supper!"  Nor is the basket there to recover the cost of providing the bread and grape 
juice.  This is covered in our budget, which is paid for through regular giving to the 
church. 
 
The basket is placed up front to receive a special offering during communion.  Since I 
arrived last July, the recipient of the special offering has alternated between Tucson 
Metropolitan Ministries (TMM), a United Methodist ministry to house homeless women 
and children, and The Community Food Bank, with many branches to provide food for 
the under- or un-employed.  Our Snak Pak program is operated by the Community 
Food Bank. 
 
In December, our Administrative Council voted to add a third 
fund to the rotation: our Pastor's Discretionary Fund.  This 
fund is used to help members and neighbors with small finan-
cial problems like a utility bill.  Since this fund has been de-
pleted, the Council further suggested that as we start the new 
year, this fund be the first recipient of our Communion offer-
ings.  
 
Thus, the communion offering for January will be for the Pas-
tor's Discretionary Fund. Through this fund, Pastor Joe and I 
have been able to assist many families over the last several 
months.  Please help us to continue helping by giving to this 
fund above and beyond your regular giving, and to the others 
as well, a different one each month!  And be ready to explain 
to the visitors around you that this is not a fee to receive Holy 
Communion! 
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Christmas 2009 has come and gone, as has our Annual Church Conference. 
And I have been here six months! Wow! It seems like I arrived just last month.  Where 
did the time go? 

And where are we going?  Have we developed an eye for our, God's, future?  
We may see glimpses, but most of us, including me, do not yet see a complete vision 
of the future for St. James Church.  But those bits and pieces we do see give us hope!  
We will continue the Snak Pak program with Holaway School in our neighborhood.  
Happy Trails will continue to serve the needs of children and parents from around the 
church. We will find families to receive Easter food boxes. And we will soon have Bible 
studies and Bible-based parenting classes for our members and neighbors!  I am ex-
cited about these snapshots! Are you? 

Ideally, these and other ministries and activities will lead to more visitors at our 
Sunday morning worship services.  Will we be able to retain these people to grow our 
worship attendance?  What are you, each one of you, willing to do to make this hap-
pen?  The Worship Committee will sort through the surveys returned at the end of 
Dec./beginning of Jan. in order to see if we can make changes to the worship service 
itself.  

Studies have demonstrated that the most effective tool for bringing new people 
to church, and retaining visitors, is a relationship. In other words, it is not enough to 
merely greet our visitors with "Glad you are here!"  Someone needs to find out where 
they live, what their family dynamics (children, divorce, jobs, etc.) are, and what they 
are seeking in a church. If someone other than the pastor (a paid person) does that, 
then the visitors feel like someone cares about them! This indicates to the visitor that 
the people of the church live what they say they believe! They truly care! 

I would also like to follow up with a letter, and perhaps a phone call or pastoral 
visit, but I cannot do that without the information in the red pads being filled out com-
pletely. When a visitor comes to worship at 9:30 and is presented with a pad, they will 
give only as much information as others have given. If you arrive on time and fill in 
your name only, then that visitor will grant us only a name.  Please, PLEASE, fill out 
the form with your complete address and phone number. Bring self-adhesive address 
labels if you do not want to write your info every Sunday. But I cannot stress enough 
the need for you to model for our guests how to fill the forms out completely.  Together, 
we can re-grow St. James and make a difference in our neighborhoods and city! 

See you at work!     
 
 
 
 

SHEPHERD’S  PENSHEPHERD’S  PENSHEPHERD’S  PENSHEPHERD’S  PEN    
“But be Ye Doers of the Word, and not Hearers Only” James 1:22 
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9:15 AM 
Worship Service 

LITURGISTS 
 
Jan. 03   Jeff Robbins 
 10   Charlie Edwards 
 17   Alan Lathrem 
 24   Randy Gaines 
 31   Susan King 
 
TELLERS 
 
Jan. 03   Arlene Krueger & Peggy Ramsey 
 10   Debbie Krueger & Virginia Watson 
 17   Ellen Dattilo & Betty Wakefield 
 24   Barbara Matthews & Linda Swango 
 31   Joyce Edwards & Carol Merovingian 
 
GREETERS 
 
Jan. 03   Maude Roberts & Joyce Edwards 
 10   Peggy Ramsey & Virginia Watson 
 17   Jan Shoberg & Judy Courtright 
 24   Ellen Dattilo & Lucy Tew 
 31   John & Bev Tyreman 
 
FELLOWSHIP 
 
Jan. 03   Pastor Joe & Alice Brown 
 10   Virginia Watson & Peggy Ramsey 
 17   Sharon West  
 24   Cheryl Mainus & June Blass 
 31   Joyce Edwards & Maude Roberts 
 
ACOLYTE  
 
Jan. 03   Stefanie Henry  
 10   Joshua Edwards 
 17   Jeff Robbins 
 24   Charlie Edwards 
 31   Stefanie Henry 
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• The Young Adult group is beginning a year- long project to develop a 

cookbook.  Please see Charlie or Stefanie with recipe contributions or 
additional information. 

 
• Charlie and Stefanie have been selected to attend the Relevance X 

weekend in Las Vegas February 12-13, 2010.  Donations toward their 
expenses would be greatly appreciated! 

 
• A special thank you to all those that assisted with the Thanksgiving  
     Dinner! 
 
• The Young Adult group will be planning lots of events for 2010!  Be on 

the lookout for next year’s events! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Birthdays 
Jan. 01 Ann Gaines 
 01 Carol Magee 
 02 Robert Hungerford 
 02 Jacki Reeves 
 03 Stephanie Henry 
 17 Barbara Matthews 
 21 Carmen Caltabiano 
 23 Shannon Ortiz 
 24 Burl Norton        Anniversaries 
 24 Imogene Holland      Jan.  27 Jacob & Batoun Herrington 
    

3  

 

TIDBITS 
 
 
• YOUTH SECRET PRAYER PARTNERS 
If you have not revealed your identity to your prayer partner yet, it is time 
to do so.  We will have new ones out in January.  thank you to all who 
have participated in this! 
 
• SAVE A LIFE 
Learn compression cardiac resuscitation.  If you go to 
www.heart.arizona.edu/publiced/lifesaver.htm and click on “general audi-
ence” it will explain to you how to do compression only CPR.  This video 
was made by the U of A and can teach you a very valuable skill. 
 
• AVIVA CHILDREN’S SERVICES 
A receipt from Aviva was received for 10 shirts and 2 pants.  These items 
have been donated for the direct benefit of children and families served by 
Aviva. 
 
• LABELS FOR WORSHIP 
Everyone receives at least one mailing every few month with address  
labels enclosed.  Don’t throw them away!  Bring them along with you to 
church and use them to sign in on Sunday morning!  Saves you time not 
having to write your name, etc. and we have a very legible copy with your 
complete information. 
 
• MISCELLANEOUS SAVINGS 
Don't forget to save your hotel/motel soaps and shampoos for us.  There 
is a box in the Tatom Room dedicated to these products and they’ll be  
taken to the Hospitality House that provides free showers for homeless 
people.  While you're saving things, don't forget the aluminum pull tabs 
which are collected for the Ronald McDonald House.  Also, please save 
your General Mills box tops for Holaway School.  There is a container in 
the Tatom Room designated especially for these, too. 
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TMM Family Services News 
 

Newsflash! 
Just after the annual Christmas newsletter was mailed, TMM Family Ser-
vices, Inc. learned that the United Methodist Association had selected  
TMM as the 2010 Agency of the Year!!  This prestigious award will be 
presented to the TMM Board Chair and other representatives at the March 
6, 2010 United Methodist Association Annual Convention in San Fran-
cisco.  (U.M.A. is the national accreditation body for United Methodist hos-
pitals, care centers, children’s homes, etc.)  Below is a statement from 
Bishop Carcaño to share with you through our congregation, website, 
newsletter, etc. TMM is proud to be connected in outreach ministry with 
your congregation and with our Desert Southwest Conference! 
 
 
 
November 12, 2009 
 
Rev. Strauch, 
 
Congratulations to you!  We are so proud of you and TMM Family Ser-
vices, for winning this award.  You certainly have served the community of 
Tucson and the state of Arizona in very significant ways in behalf of  The 
United Methodist Church.  We will certainly want to include a time of cele-
bration for this award at our next annual conference session and will most 
likely include this time of celebration at our banquet on Friday evening, 
June 25, 2010. 
 
Peace 
Bishop Minerva G. Carcaño 
Phoenix Area 
The United Methodist Church 
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Christmas is over, the gift wrapping paper and boxes are gotten 
rid of, the meal is over and dishes are cleaned up, children are in 
bed, time to relax and enjoy the festive season. But it is also a 
time of anticipation as we enter the season of Epiphany. We an-
ticipate the coming of the Wise men. It is a short wait. Only two 
weeks in our time frame, but according to scholars it took almost 
two years for them to see the Christ child. And he was a child 
and not a baby. If you recall the story after the Wise men visited 
Herod to find out where the king of the Jews was  born and did 
not return to tell him where the child was (because of being 
warned in a dream) he (King Herod) ordered his soldiers to kill all 
boy children two years old and under.   
 
Are we as diligent and persistent as the wise men in our search 
for Christ?  Are we willing to endure hardships or embarrassment 
to spread the word of the love of Christ to those who need to 
hear it? Who will take upon themselves the task of being the ex-
ample that others need to see to know the love of God is avail-
able to all? Who will ask our neighbors to come to church to see 
and feel the love of Christ that is available to all? It is so easy to 
think about doing it but when “push comes to shove” do we “step 
up to the plate” and actually ask them? Or are we afraid of what 
they will think of us?  Will they call us “Bible thumpers” or some 
other horrible name? But better still what will Jesus say to us? 
Will he say “well done my good and faithful servant” or will he 
say “depart from me for I never knew you”?  Will we be the sheep 
or the goats? The choice is up to you. 
 
 
Pastor Joe 
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An inspirational article written by Debbie Kromer,  

receptionist for TMM Family Services. 
 
 
 
The Spirit of our donors. . .  
 
“As the receptionist for TMM Family Services, I have seen 
many generous, giving people come through our doors over the 
years.  Churches, local organizations, and individuals have 
selflessly donated their time and gifts to help the children and 
families that reside here on our campus. However, one such in-
dividual who recently paid us a visit stands our in the crowd.  I 
received a phone call from a mother, who explained to me that 
her young daughter was having a birthday party and she had 
made a special request of her guests.  Her daughter asked that 
they each bring a new board game as a gift.  The gifts were not 
to be for her use, but were going to be given to the children at  
TMM Family Services.  As promised, about a week later, the 
young girl and her mother came to TMM with several brand 
new board games.  That beautiful girl had a sweet smile on her 
face as she handed over her birthday gifts for other children to 
enjoy.  I assured her that those gifts would bring much happi-
ness to the boys and girls here for Christmas.  That assurance 
was all that she and her mother needed.  What a joy it is to 
know that there are such caring, young people in the world!” 
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      A new year has begun. The Wise Men finally arrive at Bethlehem, and Jesus 
grows 30 years in a hurry!  We commemorate the baptism of Jesus on Jan. 10. We are 
in the Christian Season of Epiphany, the Revelation of God’s plan for Salvation 
through Jesus.  What is God revealing to you this month?  What are you revealing to 
the people around you about your faith? 
 
1/3 Epiphany Sunday 
Scripture References: Isaiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-18 
 The Three Wise Men from the east took two years to find Jesus. Their arrival 
frightens some as much as the shepherds and others were excited in Bethlehem. 
Herod fears for his position, or the future of his sons, so he seeks to find this child and 
“remove” him. Are you late to know and praise Jesus, or are you frightened of his arri-
val? 
 
1/10 First Sunday after Epiphany 
Scripture References: Isaiah 43:1-7; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22. 
 The prophet explains one of the meanings of baptism---you now belong to God!  
But there is also the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Have you received the Holy Spirit?  
 
1/17 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
Scripture References: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
 Receiving the Holy Spirit does not necessarily make life easier, but the Spirit 
makes you more confident in hearing and obeying God’s will.  And then we can see 
that God’s plan is for the Church to function like a body, with different people accom-
plishing different tasks.  Have you identified your tasks?  
 
1/24 3rd Sunday after Epiphany   
Scripture References:  Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10, Luke 4:14-21 
 In Nehemiah we hear the prophet Ezra read and interpret from the book of the 
law and people understood it; in Luke we hear Jesus read from the scrolls from Isaiah 
and reveal its meaning to the people. what do we hear when the scriptures are read to 
us?  Do we understand what is told to us and do we hasten to obey?  Or are we dumb-
founded?  Do we hesitate to listen and obey? 
 
1/31 4th Sunday after Epiphany   
Scripture References: Jeremiah 1:4-10; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
 Jeremiah’s call to become a prophet can also apply to us. We are each created 
for special tasks.  But our first call is to love, and Paul explains what true Christian love 
does, and does not do. 

Worship Themes  
January 2010 
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HAPPY TRAILS  

CORNER 
 

 

Prayer Requests 

 
• Pray for the approval of the changed license for Happy 

Trails to take children who are not potty-trained. 

 

******* 
• Pray that the Arizona Department of Health Services 

does not impose the  high licensing fees that have been 

discussed in the news recently. 

 

 

******* 
• The continued safety and protection of the children as 

they grow and learn each day at Happy Trails. 
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Purpose of  United Methodist WomenPurpose of  United Methodist WomenPurpose of  United Methodist WomenPurpose of  United Methodist Women    
    

The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of Women The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of Women The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of Women The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of Women 
whose PURPOSE is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons whose PURPOSE is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons whose PURPOSE is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons whose PURPOSE is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons 
through Jesus Christ: to develop a creative, supportive fellowship and to expand through Jesus Christ: to develop a creative, supportive fellowship and to expand through Jesus Christ: to develop a creative, supportive fellowship and to expand through Jesus Christ: to develop a creative, supportive fellowship and to expand 
concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the churchconcepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the churchconcepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the churchconcepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church....    

Mission Study 
On  

Sudan 
 
When: January  12, 2010 
Where:   1st Church 
Time:   9:30-12:30 
Presenter:  Rolland Loomis from St. Francis of the Foothills 
 
Followed by a: Pot Luck Lunch  
  (Please bring salad or dessert) 
 
RSVP to Alice by:  Tuesday January 5:  @247-6972 or  
                      Email: aabrown1@comcast.net 

The People of Sudan 


